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EXPERIENCE

Extensive experience in complex civil litigation and class actions in federal and state court.  Complex commercial litigation experience includes the representation of clients in disputes in the following substantive areas: contract, real estate (including commercial leases, sales transactions, construction defects, guaranty enforcement, and appointment of receivers), trade secrets, employment, and trademarks. Representation of banks and other financial institutions in class actions includes actions involving: mortgage modifications, violations of various federal statutes and state unfair and deceptive practices statutes, mortgage servicing, foreclosure, enforcement of arbitration clauses, credit card fees and products, and debt collection.  

Substantial experience as lead or primary counsel.  Set strategy and developed facts and legal arguments that achieved successful results on motions, through settlement negotiations, and at trial.  Deposition experience includes deposing party adversaries and defending key client depositions in a variety of substantive areas, as well as preparing and deposing experts.  Skilled at collaborating with colleagues, and at mentoring and training junior attorneys.  Maintain an active pro bono practice.  

Represented banks, credit card companies, and financial services companies in the following actions:

· Overall day-to-day responsibility for multi-district litigation that consolidated fifteen class actions relating to home mortgage loan modifications.  Actions involved UDAAP statutes, HAMP, debt collection statutes (FDCPA), and wrongful foreclosures.  

· Lead counsel for loan servicers in numerous wrongful foreclosure actions.  Supervised and directed a team of attorneys and paralegals.  Most actions resolved on motions or with nominal payments.  

· Lead counsel in approximately twenty class actions relating to credit card debt cancellation products.  Successfully litigated limitation of class period.  Negotiated favorable nationwide settlement.  

· Successfully enforced consumer arbitration clause in two different actions as lead counsel for credit card company.

· Represented credit card company in FDCPA actions, each resolved successfully.  

Represented clients in the following complex commercial actions:

Commercial Loans

· Successfully represented banks in lender liability actions.  Most recently, resolved one action on motion to dismiss and another after defeating motion to enjoin foreclosure on office building

· Represented lender in dispute over lien priority after renegotiation of senior lien without client’s consent.  Obtained subordination of portion of senior debt.  Argued all motions in trial court.  

Real Estate
· Represented tenant/owner of ethanol facility in dispute to terminate ground lease and ownership interest.  Resolved action in client’s favor at beginning of trial on motion in limine.  

· Represented numerous landlords in commercial lease disputes, including breaches of leases and unlawful detainer actions.  
Employment & Intellectual Property
· Primarily responsible for factual development and motion practice in defense of action seeking $10 million for wrongful termination and breach of contract.  Assisted at trial that resulted in defense verdict.

· Obtained damages and injunction on summary judgment in infringement action over “What Happens Here Stays Here” trademark.  

· Represented client in disputes with former executives.  Each resolved with favorable settlement.

Firm leadership, administration, management, and training:  

· Served as chair of litigation associate evaluation committee for past seven years.  Responsible for assuring the drafting and delivery of 250 evaluations for non-partner attorneys.  Chaired annual two-day committee meeting.  Made recommendations for performance bonuses.  Selected litigation partners to participate in committee.  Reviewed and edited all evaluations.  Served on committee and drafted evaluations for several years prior to serving as committee chair.  

· Served as litigation team leader for ten years.  Responsibilities included assigning work to associates and obtaining staffing for new matters, as well as assuring that associates developed appropriate litigation skills and subject matter expertise.  

· Participation as instructor in firm training programs for depositions, motion drafting and argument, drafting of complaints and answers, and client interviews and factual development.

· Informally mentored numerous associates and provided opportunities for associates to argue motions and take depositions early in their careers.  

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY
Global AmLaw 100 Firm, Los Angeles, CA
Litigation Partner (2006-present)

Mid-Sized Law Firm, Los Angeles, CA
Litigation Partner (1998 – 2006)

Litigation Associate (1991-1998)

BAR MEMBERSHIPS

· California 
· United States District Courts for all Districts of California; United States Courts of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit; United States Supreme Court
RECENT SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

AWARDS & HONORS

Southern California Super Lawyers (several years)

Bar Association of Los Angeles Outstanding Pro Bono Attorney

BOARD MEMBERSHIPS

EDUCATION

_______ Law School, J.D., 1991

University of _____, B.A., magna cum laude, 1988

· Political Science major

· Phi Beta Kappa
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